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in every 
man, the gefms of a higher life. Men who 
have sunk to the lowest moral depths, whose 
moral nature has been enslaved by the animal, 
are recognized by this divine system, as still 
bosaeaaiog the elements of something good. 
It seeks to make worthy men, who are in them- 
selves unworthy. We love those who are 
lovely and love us. This in of the world world- 
ly. Christ loved those who were unlovely. 
We are to be transformed in mind until we, 
can love unlovely men, and devote our 
gies and means to elevate them to a 
hy standard ; lend them a helping hand, 
ve them," did you say ? Y«s, love them. 
not for what they are, but for what is possible 
for them, by education and christian training, 
to become. And every tear you shod over 
the fallen, every dollar yon spend to reclaim 
jlietu, and every warm grasp ot the hand, and 
every sweet word you speak to encourage 
them, will blaze as a rich halo above the be, I 
on which memory lingers in death. Blessed 
is he whose mind is so fully conformed to 
Christ that hh life is spent in efforts to redeem 
-mi Is lost 'in tho sloughs of vice. I believe heaven 
will he midc more glorious to the ransomed, 
Hi rough the memory of tears wiped from the 
eyes ot the homeless and degraded on , earl h. 
No wonder it is said, the good shall live hy 
faith, and beautiful arc the feet of those who 
preach the Gospel, for unto them is given the 
ministry of mercy to the shipwrecked and lost 
How different such a life from that resulting 
from a mind filled with conceptions of noncon- 
formity based wholly upon adherence to cere 
moiiial observances. 

Men have framed remarkable dogmas upon 
o basis of t his texu__ They are ever leaning 
rough their senses to the external, and all 
aimer of externality has teen framed to fit 
their conceptions of nonconformity to the 
world. Men have worn the coral and sack- 
cloth and hid away in caves aiyl dins ol the 
earth to fill it. Have actually withdrawn from 
society — the society Christ adjures them to 
educate and protect — that they Ktght be non- 
conformed to the world. 

Others have counted bead*, cut themselves 
with stones, refused to eat, shaved their beards 
or combed their hair in peculiar ways, that 
they might fill the demands Of the text. Oth- 
ers still have worn strange and singular shapes 
of dr,css, that they might appear nonconform 
ed to ftie world. !<k|*'istitiopn 
have acted in the drama, And really how- 
few hay e risen to -the" suhlimc heights ol him 
who penned the text, and given to it its real 
and comprehensive significance, viz.: the ma- 
jestic channel of human action, human eon- 
duct, (lowing from motives inspired by the ex- 
alted spirit and pure life of Christ, Charac- 
ter will lie the best at heaven's gate. How 
did yon live'. How did you act? Was your 
conduct like Christ ? Was it like the world? 
These will be the questions at the door of life. 
Then let them be the principles of service here. 
If we live like Christ here we shall see Him 
as he is up there; our throne will be high and 
white. 


ping stone to a deeper damnation. God's 
spirit cries in his heart* "stop! * God's word 
tbundere in hisears, "stop!!" With Paul "ha 
aces a light" and "hears a voice." "Sualea 
fall from his eyes." "He seea men aa trees 
walking." He cries, "what wonldst f.ho«. 
have me to do. " Some Ananias tells htm, 
what to do. "Yon next find him sitting at 
Jesus* feet, clothed and in his right mitid," 
exclaiming "Come unto me all ye that fear 
God and I will declare onto you what he hath 
done tor my soul." Thanks be onto God this 
kind of work, thongh scarce, has not quite 
ceased yet on earth, ami as it is superior to 
the est ablishtd order of things, is a miracle. 
Therefore, in this sense, miracles have not 
ceased, 

{To be continued.) 
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This is a (mention that should interest each\ 
one of us. Everything has been created for a| 
purpose, and man, the model of God's creation,' 
must subserve the highest design of the Crea- 
tor. Man has been created in God's own 
image, and endowed with an immortal soul, a 
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Before the above question can be satisfac- 
torily answered, we must understand what is 
meant by the term "miracle." This term 
comes from the latin "wimicu/aw*," and is used 
in its inception to signify ' to wonder." It 
this question as asked with reference to this 
signification of the term — with reference to 
Christianity — I reply unhesitatinclv : No. 
Christianity in its inception, adaptation and 
application, is as great a wander to-day as 
it ever was, and it ever will be throughout 
the countless cycles of eternity. As we enjoy 
the li!i>< ol the better laud as ages toll on and 
on. we shall ever wonder at the matchless 
scheme of grace that saved us. with an ever- 
lasting salvation. Hut this term means : 

2uJly. An effect superior to our knowl- 
edge of the established order of things. And 
n this sense, miracles have not ceased in the 
religion of Jesus Christ. Following the na 
tmal established order of things, one 
sin prepares the way for the second, lor the 
ihn d, and i-o on ml. infinitum, so that follow- 
ing the natural established order of things 
sin there could, and would be no remedy. 
Sin when it was conceived, would bring 
rt h death." "The soul that siimeth "must 
vitality" die." For "In Adam all die." 
But grace comes in and says "Turn ye ; torn 
ye; for why will yon die, oh house of Isreal." 
Christ "bore our ains in his own body mi the 
tree." "He by the grace of God tasted death 
for every man." Hence, while m Adam all 
die, "Even so in Christ shall all he made 
alive." For it has come to pass that whoso 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." Than grace — "The" grace of 
God" is superior to the law of our nature, 
t mo*phere f rum I. Stops the sinner in his mad career, though 
livelrnofcave si- |the impellent toron of habit, sin and satan, 
urges him on to make the Son of God a step- 
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sou) that must be educated and beautified for 
eternity, for a dwelling in a city whose buill- 
er and maker is God, and whose beauty ai d 
magnificence will be as infinitely superior o 
anything ot beauty and splendor made by the 
hand ot man, as the Creator is superior to the 
meat ure. 

This immortal principle is placed in our 
keeping, making man the architect of his own 
fortune and the shaper of his own destiny. 

"In ourselves, our fortune Itw, 
Life Is wliat we make it." 

Life is grand, glorious and beautiful, if Tie 
make it so, and the life beyond will be only a 
continuation of this lite. Even now that life 
may be known by our walk in this probation- 
ary life. The slugga:d in this world will, in 
eternity, be a sluggard still. The active, busy 
hearts and hands that ih this world «do most 
toward alleviating the sufferings of humanity, 
toward lifting up the fallen and degraded, to- 
wards strengthening the weak and faltering, 
towards fighting eiu and wickedness and evil 
in every form, and toward elevating maukii 
to a higher plane of lite, these are the spjj 
m of every rcloss> 'that in the eternal *-orld wilL*4c hrigltt^ 

ing as the sun, and not mere worthless bau- 
bles, but glittering jewels Melding "the light 
and glow of Heaven." The earnest hearts 
whose lives are set to the music of love, kind- 
ness and goodness in this world, will in the 
Great Beyond strike the harp strings and 
make glad music, and saints and angels whose 
lives were blessed and made more beautiful 
through the influence of these earnest, loving- 
hearts, will catch up the glad refrain, and the 
echoes ami reverberations of the loud hallelu- 
jahs and glad hosannahs will fill the celestial . 
city. 

Then, since they who do mosigpod in this 
life, merit most io that higher lif^ which fol- 
lows this, the question comes to •» "What are 
we doing V" Are we endeavoriig to make 
our lives beautiful by acts of self-denial and 
devotion to others ? Are we' tiyUng to per- 
fect our own characters so that ite may be a 
light to the pathway of some wtaker, more 
erring one ? Are we holding up ti the in," by 
our example, a purer, truer and nobler life than 
they themselves have known, a lift hid with 
Christ in God V Are we striving u lift man- 
kind from the depths of sin and degradation, j 
aud ptacethem upon a higher platfoltii moral- 
ly, socially and spiritually ? Are * direct-| 
ing all our energies, all the strength of our j 
tu res toward the elevation of mancind, 
lhat the world shall he better because We hav| 
pansed through it ? Are we living io tba 
when w« reach the "golden strand, justAieyonJ 
the river," we shall have left "footpriuta i 
the sands of time ?" 

If we cannot answer these qnestiono affirm- 
atively, let us to-day begin a new life, a life 1 
with an earnest pu pose and a steady progress 
onward and upward. Let us set our maiT 
high. Let us aim at a star in the silver 
sprinkled heavens above us, even though wl 
fall far beneath the mark, rather than se 
mark upon the earth. Let Christ, the Si; 
Righteousness, be the star that shall gui* i 
and let us aim to make our lives a copy or His, 
so far as humanity can imitate Divinity, and 
by our close walk with him may our lives be- 
come magnets to draw others to Uim, the 
great center oi love, light and lit. 

Boonnboro, Md. 


No Church is likely to hav: too mnph the- 
ology, aiid yet there are some (but seep to be | 
overburdened with it. They look aa if thai 
were doctrinally stalled and made lueele 
The trouble is, however, that they have tat 
as the doctrine to carry ij4t«ad of using it i 
a help in practical lite, t/ood d^trirp put ii 
practice oevtr injured aofbodj 
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